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Skilled Migrant Category Resident Visa
New Zealand Visa Information Checklist

Visa summary

A residence pathway for eligible skilled people who meet Immigration New Zealand
requirements.

Length of stay: Live, work and study indefinitely | Cost: and

General requirements

be aged 55 or younger when you apply

be working for, or have a job offer from, an and the job is

meet the requirements for an SMC pathway, and

speak and understand English.

live, work and study in New Zealand

include your partner and dependent children aged 24 or younger in your
visa application.

Documents and evidence

section on this page to find out what evidence to provide with your
application.

Documents you need Note If you do not have 6 points from your
qualifications, you can use your skilled work experience in New Zealand
to claim more points.

You cannot use your occupational registration or income to claim more
points.

New Zealand occupational registration You can use your occupational
registration to claim points if it is on our list of eligible New
Zealand occupational registrations \(for example if you are a chartered
accountant or a registered plumber\).

Registrations that require more training are worth more points.

If you are planning to use skilled work experience to claim more points,
you can only include skilled work experience you gained after getting
your occupational registration.

Documents you need Income You can use the income \(or pay\) from your
current New Zealand job or job offer to claim points, if the income from
the job is at least 1.5 times the SMC wage threshold.

You can claim between 3 and 6 points from your income.

If you earn enough to claim 6 points from your income the current SMC
wage threshold will apply.

If you need to claim additional points from skilled work experience, the
SMC wage threshold that applies to you can be lower, depending on when
you started gaining this work experience and if it was within the
eligible timeframe.
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Official source and verification

Last checked: 17/09/2026, 11:06:53 am

Official page:
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/visas/skilled-migrant-category-resident-visa/

General information only. This checklist is not immigration advice and does
not assess your personal eligibility. Requirements can vary by applicant and
can change. Always confirm the current official requirements with Immigration
New Zealand before applying.

webfitnews.com  |  Source: Immigration New Zealand  |  Page 2 of 2


